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" If you've seen the movie “Moonstruck,” you
know that writer John Patrick Shanley’s take
on love runs from the ridiculous to the sublime.
His characters are tortured;. they don’t know .
what’s happening to them, but they know that
they're being consumed. In Shanley’s “Jtalian
American Reconciliation,” written around the .

struck,” 2 woman is asked whether she actually
loves the guy she’s agonizing over. - "

edge.” . N
" This is funny business, and the Source The
dtre:Project Y co-production (at- Source) of

-~ “[talian American Reconciliation” dogsn’t miss ..
“ . gipunch line. As Aldo. Scalicki, our guide_
through the evening’s funhouse of love, Eric.
Satton warms up the audience with an opening
‘monologue that has him shaking hands. with
the guys and tlirting with the girls, and he’s dis-
_arfningly funny. Aldo is a gregarious. Italian
‘American, and Sutton plays him with a thick ac-
cent and wild gesturing hands. He’s.a passion- .
atepup.in acool Italiansuit. , -
‘Shanley has called the play a fable, and Aldo
self<consciously takes the stage to tell the cau-

* tionary tale of his pal Huey and Huey’s ex-wife,
" Jatiice. Huey’s a mess: Dressed in what looks

(

* Reconciliation’: Amore the Me)

_versation leads to a. rer

“wrath of Janice. Theywilln}éke-aglari' i
same time (and in the same spirit) as “Moon- -

e, * a cross between Lorena.
- “Yeah,” she moans. “To the best of my knowl-

" ble angle. Standing amid cracked pedestals, the

ie

like 17¢h-century peasant clothing, he writes: |
ice).

Aldo tries to talk Huey:
Janice back, but their lon

learned ‘masculine foolish
brace the hazards of love

Janice is a phantom in Agt 1. The aug fence
never sees her, but she s talked about agiif sh

the production, compl

feet of a religious icon’ipithe @ the
stage. (Matthew Soule ned this show’s
trappings around Greg Mitchell’s set for Sourc-

e’s “A Life in the Theater,” opening an the same
stage this weekend.) When Michole Biancosi-
no appears as Janice, dressed by costume de- .
signer Rhonda Key in coven wear—scarlet
dress; black hooded robe—it’s clear that Ro-
magnoli is going all the way with Shanley’s fa-

italian: American’ Reconciliation, by John Patrick
Shanley. Directed by Richard Romagnoli. Lights,
Marianne Meadows. Approxipately two hours. .
Through Oct. 10.at Source Theatre, 1835 14th St.

characters look like opera figures writ small,es- ing - :NW..Call 2@-4621073 ;



